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Sir: 

Further to the Notice of Appeal and the Pre- Appeal Brief Request for Review, 
both of which are submitted herewith for the above -referenced Application, Appellants 
respectfully submit the following arguments in support of the Pre -Appeal Brief Request for 
Review. 

As set forth in detail below, the Examiner has omitted one or more essential 
elements needed for a prima facie rejection of obviousness. This deficiency is readily apparent, 
and thus, Applicants request withdrawal of the following rejections. Pending claims 1-3,5, 11- 
12, 14, 16, 17, 19, and 20 stand finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over non-patent literature entitled "Integrating XML and Database" by Bertino et al. (hereinafter 
"Bertino"), in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2005/0091 188 (hereinafter "Pal"), 
and in further view of non-patent literature entitled "NoDoSE" by Adelberg (hereinafter 
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"Adelberg"). Claims 6-7, 15 ,and 20 stand finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bertino, in view of Pal, and in further view of Adelberg and U.S. Patent No. 
7,346,598 (hereinafter "Arora"). Claims 9 and 10 stand finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Bertino, in view of Pal, and in further view of Adelberg and Arora. 
Claim 8 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable Bertino, in view of Pal, 
and in further view of Adelberg and U.S. Patent No. 6,856,970 (hereinafter "Campbell"). 

In rejecting claim 1, the Examiner acknowledges that the combination of Bertino 
and Pal fails to disclose or suggest the feature recited in claim 1 of: 

generating a first graphical user interface and displaying the first graphical user 
interface on a display device, the first graphical user interface configured to enable users 
to designate elements in the unstructured data as query elements; and 

receiving user input via the first graphical user interface identifying one or more 
elements in the unstructured data stored in CLOB format as query elements; 

In essence, unstructured data takes the form of e-mails, documents, and other data 
that cannot be neatly stored in a database. For example, an e-mail contains relevant portions, 
such as sender ID, recipient ID, subject, and body that are often difficult to separate out in their 
native due to how the e-mails may be formatted. Thus, when storing unstructured data in a 
database, the entire e-mail may be stored in CLOB format in the database. Even XML 
documents, that may appear structured internally, are considered unstructured data, and therefore 
stored in CLOB format in the database. Features recited in claim 1 a user to search not only a 
database, but within unstructured data stored in the database, by allowing the user to designate 
elements or portions in the unstructured data as query elements. Because native indexing cannot 
be used on CLOB fields to get to information in the unstructured data, as recited, an intermediate 
index is generated between each user created query element and its corresponding element 
designated by the user in the unstructured data. As recited, the index allows queries against the 
unstructured data to be translated from their query elements (e.g., those created by the user) into 
the elements or portions in the unstructured data that where designed by the user and information 
this obtained from the unstructured data. 

The Examiner applies the new reference Adelberg attempting to cure the 
acknowledged deficiencies of Bertino and Pal. However, the Examiner errors in concluding that 
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the act of decomposing a document as in Adelberg is the same as allowing a user to create 
queries on unstructured data by designating elements in the data as query elements as recited in 
claim 1 . Adelberg may allow a user to create elements in unstructured data that where not 
identifiable beforehand, but Adelberg fails to allow the user to designate any elements as query 
elements. 

In particular, Adelberg discloses a graphical user interface that enables a user to 
simply decompose a document. Decomposing the document means that the user selects a 

relevant section or portion of the document and 
maps the portion of data to one or more 
elements of a data model. As can be see at the 
left, FIG. 4 of the GUI in Adelberg allows the 
user to add/delete nodes or elements in a data 
model and indicate to which portion of raw data 
an element refers. Thus, Adelberg merely 
allows a user to create a structure for otherwise 
unstructured data using the GUI. 
However, Adelberg does not disclose that the GUI can also be used to designate 
elements in the unstructured data (or elements of the newly created data model) as query 
elements as recited in claim 1 . Nowhere in the GUI does Adelberg allow the user to designate a 
node as a query element as recited in claim 1 . Adelberg merely is concerned with how to 
develop a structure from the unstructured data that allows the unstructured data to be extracted in 
a meaning full way, such as into formatted text files or loaded into a database. In fact, Adelberg 
states on page 6, section 2.3, line 4 that the intent is not "to replace the querying and reporting 
functions of a DBMS [database management system] but to provide a quick means of writing 
simply files, such as comma or tab delimited tabular data for input into spreadsheets and the 
like ." (Emphasis added). Thus, Adelberg is just one mechanisms by which unstructured data 
can be decomposed. As discussed above, some forms of unstructured data (e.g., XML files) may 
be accompanied with DTD files that provide the XML file structure. Yet, claim 1 goes beyond 
Adelberg 's disclosure of merely finding the elements in the unstructured data, but allowing a 
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user to designate which of those elements can be used in queries as query elements and providing 
a mechanism the translates user-created query elements into the referenced portions of the 
wmwm"^ unstructured data as recited in claim 1. FIG. 16 

Lv.--.*:-::. .0 (at left) of the Applicants illustrates this difference 

where an XML clement can be designated as a 
"query element" or "security element." Adelberg 
fails to disclose or suggest such a feature. 

Therefore, the Examiner fails to 
establish at least one element of a prima facie case 
of obviousness because the combination of 
Bertino, Pal, and Adelberg fail to disclose or 
suggest the feature recited in claim 1 of "generating a first graphical user interface and 
displaying the first graphical user interface on a display device, the first graphical user interface 
configured to enable users to designate elements in the unstructured data as query elements" and 
"receiving user input via the first graphical user interface identifying one or more elements in the 
unstructured data stored in CLOB format as query elements." 

Applicants respectfully submit that none of the other recited references disclose 
this feature where a user can create queries on unstructured data by designating elements in the 
unstructured data as query elements as recited in claim 1 . 

Applicants respectfully submit that the remaining independent claims are 
allowable for at least a similar rationale as discussed above for the allowability of claim 1, and 
others. Applicants respectfully submit that the dependent claims that depend directly and/or 
indirectly from the independent claims, are also allowable for at least a similar rationale as 
discussed above for the allowability of the independent claims. Applicants further respectfully 
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submit that the dependent claims recite additional features that make the dependent claims 
allowable for additional reasons. 

Respectfully submitted, 



/Sean F. Parmenter, Reg. No. 53,437/ 
Sean F. Parmenter 
Reg. No. 53,437 

TOWNSEND and TOWNSEND and CREW LLP 
Two Embarcadero Center, Eighth Floor 
San Francisco, California 941 1 1-3834 
Tel: 924-472-5000 
Fax: 650-326-2422 
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